For the consideration of ‘Independent operation of keelboats’ within the

National Sailing Scheme

The following flow chart is designed to assist in the assessment and suitability for independent
operation of keelboats within the National Sailing Scheme. Vessels will be considered based on their
appropriateness to facilitate training, helmed by instructors trained within the National Sailing

LWL 7m or less: In some circumstances boats over 7m maybe
considered, unfortunately this does not include boats which NO

traditionally fit within the Sail Cruising Scheme.

For further information and clarification please contact RYA

Recognition

L YES

—

Contact RYA Training to
discuss suitability of
the vessel within the

RYA Keelboat Scheme.

The vessel’s intended design use is to be self-sufficient and it is not expected to
capsize or be knocked down during normal operating conditions. At this current
time, Keelboats with lifting keels are not being considered for approval

Note: Vessels stated to be self-righting may still be at risk of capsize under normal
operating conditions and therefore must not be automatically considered as being

suitable for self-sufficient operation.

»~ YES

Ballast Ratio 30% or greater utilising
a ballasted keel which can be locked
into the down position.

YES / \ NO

Sail area to displacement
ratio less than 30%.

YES

NO

Is the vessel decked and has
an Angle of Vanishing
Stability greater than 120°?

NO

Does it carry an engine?

Note: This is required to enable the vesselto | NO
return to base promptly in the case

adverse weather, gear failure or injury.

Y

This is a ‘Fleet boat’, which
requires safety boat cover,

YES v

approval for independent
operation will not be granted

It may be possible to operate the vessel independently, subject to meeting the regulatory requirements
in the location and defining any additional qualifications or training for the instructors.

It is important to note:

1. Vessels may be required to undertake a swamp tested following a capsize. For other decked
vessels/vessels with cabins other considerations such as downflood angle or Angle of Vanishing
Stability may also be considered.

2. By operating independently, the activity may be deemed outside the RYA’s small boat
exemption and therefore required to meet local water operating regulations or coding

requirements.

3. The centre’s EAP (emergency action plan) must include how assistance will be provided in the
event of an incident or accident




